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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
We are all fortunate and blessed to enjoy everything Ocean City has to offer. We have the secret sauce!  Your Community Association continues to monitor issues that affect your interests in Ocean City.  Teresa Coggshall’s Environmental Committee continues to keeps us involved in cleanups such as Stainton’s Wildlife Refuge, Corson’s Inlet State Park and the Adopt-a-Beach programs.  Drew Fasy’s Bicycle Advocacy Committee has provided leadership in advancing the goal of making Ocean City a bicycle friendly community.  Bob Barr’s Technology Committee has made improvements such as establishing our Facebook page, and regular “Email Blasts” being sent to our members.  Marc Shuster has kept us informed on the upcoming Master Plan review which will affect all zones including residential, business, hotel/motel and boardwalk.  Fred Marcel’s Public Relations committee has improved our monthly meeting turnout by rescheduling meetings to Saturday mornings and utilizing the local newspapers, the internet and interesting guest speakers.  Dale Nicholas has done the same with the Life Saving Station which could turn out to become a surprise success story creating a new niche (historical buffs) of visitors to Ocean City.  


A few months ago we passed the one year anniversary of the newly elected Administration.  As you already know, problems with Ocean City’s drainage system were highlighted during serious flooding episodes over the past few years.   We were hopeful that Mayor Gillian would take advantage of an inexpensive source of engineering expertise, namely citizen volunteers with engineering experience in your own Community Association.  Our Drainage Committee met with the Mayor last year, where Mr. Gillian was very cordial and welcomed our offer.  However, since that time the administration has not had the opportunity to pursue this effort. 


For over 60 years the volunteers of your Association have been doing their best to watch out for your interest.  Please consider helping us help you more by re-newing your membership, attending our meetings whenever possible, and volunteering on one of our active committees.  Check out our website at www.occanj.org for our meeting schedules, read past newsletters to see what we’ve been doing, and find something that you care enough about to take action with us.  Without your support nothing can happen.

Curt Gronert, President
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Marty Mozzo

The Ocean City Community Association (OCCA) is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting and promoting the best interests of the property owners and residents of the City of Ocean City.  Our membership includes approximately 1000 households from one end of the island to the other.  We work to ensure that the traditional family resort character of Ocean City is maintained through continuing efforts to preserve neighborhoods, beaches, boardwalk, bay and lagoons.  

OCCA operates on a calendar year basis for dues.  It is now time for payment of 2012 annual dues.  Included in the newsletter is an invoice for your 2012 dues (page 3).  We trust that you will immediately write a check and return to us before you get lost.  Remember, your dues are our only source of revenues.  Additionally, we are interested in issues with Ocean City which you are concerned about.  Please feel free to indicate on the invoice what issues interest you.

There are many issues which we residents feel are important.  On the 2012 dues invoices, we listed some issues which may be important to you.  Please review and indicate which are important, as well as ones we may have missed.

Our meetings are held usually on the last Saturday morning of the month at the Library.  All are invited to attend.  On behalf of OCCA Board of Directors, we wish to thank you for your support in 2012.
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TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
  Bob Barr

OCCA Members

The technology committee is always looking for new ways to reach our members.  We have our Facebook page which you can visit by going to http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ocean-City-Community-Association/115603788492915  Make sure to hit the gray “like” button at the top of the page to receive all of our updates.  You can also visit our website at http://www.occanj.org/  We have our E-mail blast list where you can sign up to receive all of our E-mail updates that include news on our monthly meetings, environmental cleanups, and other select city events.  Please E-mail bbarr08226@hotmail.com with your name and E-mail and we will sign you up for the list!
The technology committee is always looking for new ways to improve the technology aspect of our association. If you would like to join the technology committee, or have ideas on how we can improve our Facebook page, website, and E-mail blasts or you have some way of reaching our members that we are not thinking of here please E-mail bbarr08226@hotmail.com  All feedback is much appreciated!

Please check your e-mail, our facebook page, our web site, Ocean City Patch, and/or newspapers for notices on special event meetings.
2012 DUES INVOICE

Please fill in this form and return with your check to:

Ocean City Community Association Inc.

PO Box 283

Ocean City, NJ 08226

Name_________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZipCode_____________________________________________________________

Phone____________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________

OC Address___________________________________________

OC Phone _______________________________________

One Year ($10) _________________________Two Years ($20) ________________________

Concerns, Issues, Comments:

a. Flooding

b. Paving

c. Boardwalk

d. Bike Path

e. Traffic

f. Emergency Preparedness
g. Zoning Issues

h. Master Planning

Other____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Andrew Fasy

This past year, Ocean City was fortunate to be selected by the NJ Department of Transportation to receive a Local Technical Assistance grant to examine bike boulevard concept designs for the length of the entire island from the Corson’s Inlet Bridge to the Longport Bridge. 

The vision is to complete a safe north/south “bicycle boulevard” - a safe place to ride for all users: families, kids, seniors, etc. The DOT grant provided expert advise on how to achive this goal. 

This would be a wonderful amenity in our community, add to our quality of life, and provide an environmentally responsible transportation mode.

The north/south bike boulevard study examined the existing Haven Avenue Bicycle Boulevard, in its various stages of completion from 1st Street to 56th Street and provides concept level improvement recommendations.  The study also assessed the potential to convert the old rail bed into an active shared use path from 36th to 49th St.

Numerous recommendations were made for the length of the island: a safe crossing of 9th St (a template which can be used at 55th, 34th and Battersea Roads, to name a few); a reconfiguration of West Avenue in the south end to include a separated bike path on the west side of the road; removal of north/south stop signs on the existing Haven Avenue bike boulevard to create thru-biking, with added traffic calming for autos. 

Some of these recommendations have already been approved by the city and are in the concept development phase. Most will be considered further as (grant) funding becomes available. Public input and consensus-building for each phase will be part of the process. The Ocean City Community Association looks forward to being a part of that process.

Overall, the city of Ocean City is moving forward with a wonderful bicycle boulevard plan that will allow safer biking across the island and will be enjoyed by millions of residents and visitors in the years to come! 

For more information on the OC Bike Boulevard report, visit: bikeocnj.org
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Marc Shuster

The Planning Board is in the midst of a Master  Plan Re-examination. This is a periodic review of a Master Plan mandated by the Municipal Land Use Law, which is the State enabling legislation which permits zoning, but only after a Master Plan has been adopted. The major parts of a Re-examination report are a review of goals and objectives to determine if they are still valid, a review of any changes in conditions that might affect land use planning and  a decision as to whether the existing Master Plan should be revised.

We have reviewed a number of specific areas for rezoning sent to us by City Council. Our planning consultant has prepared a number of charts of Census data with more to come as information becomes available from the Census Bureau. As most of us already know, Ocean City lost over 25% of its full-time population between 2000 and 2010. By examining the data in detail we can, perhaps, conclude whether this is a trend that will continue or an anomaly due to unique socio-economic conditions. Tied to this issue is the overriding concern of the correct balance between owner- and renter-occupied units and the relationship of that measure to the permanent population and its ability to support the commercial sector.

A Master Plan may have a number of Elements: Recreation and Open Space, Community Facilities, Economic, Conservation, and more. The required parts are the Goals and Objectives, Housing, and Land Use, from which Zoning Districts and densities are generated. It is most important to consider each area as part of the overall fabric of the community. After all, the second rule of Planning is:  Everything is Connected to Everything Else.
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   Curt Gronert

Again, this Spring, our organization awarded a total of $2000 to three Ocean City High School Seniors, who assisted in community development projects. 

In regards to “continually educating” our membership, I recently came across an interesting concept on the net, “Tourism Carrying Capacity", which is defined by the World Tourism Organization as “The maximum number of people that may visit a tourist destination at the same time, without causing destruction of the physical, economic, socio-cultural environment and an unacceptable decrease in the quality of visitors' satisfaction”.   Even more interesting is another definition:  “the level of human activity an area can accommodate without the area deteriorating, the residential community being adversely affected, the quality of visitors experience declining, or beyond which there will be damage to the environment.” Perhaps our community would benefit from some “education”, discussion and strategic planning on this concept?
       PLEASE give us your thoughts on this issue.  Either reply to this email, or via the contact us page at www.occanj.org, or mail us at PO Box 283, Ocean City.
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