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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
I have been blessed to have such a hardworking group of volunteers as my OCCA Board of Directors!  They are not only extremely community minded, but also eager to garner from their previous work experiences in both the public and private sectors.  The new city administration wants us as their allies because they can see that we’re interested in people, both full-time and part-time property owners here in Ocean City.  We have asked the administration to allow us to be advisors and partners in issues being worked on to improve all aspects of life in this diverse community.  

I thank all of our members for their continued support through your annual dues; your feedback to our questionnaires, (both via email, our website, and in response to this newsletter); and your attendance and participation at our meetings.   Please make every effort to attend one of our meetings, or at least touch base with an officer or director to let us know how we’re doing.  Note that we are trying to make our meetings more conducive to the vacation home owners by moving our meetings to Saturdays.. Have a Blessed 2011!

Curt Gronert, President

TREASURER’S REPORT  

John Van Stone
Our financial goal for 2011 is to maintain a “balanced budget” where our revenues equal our expenses while continuing to support initiatives and civic awards that make Ocean City a better place to live and visit.  We plan to do this by growing our revenues via:

•Implementing a new dues billing calendar and process.

•Improving our unpaid dues performance.

•Growing membership.

In 2010 we fell significantly short in collecting annual dues.   We believe that our past method of collecting dues was confusing to many members.  Included in this newsletter is a key aspect of our new process – the Dues Invoice.

We will also continue to control our expenses and spend within our means.  OCCA is a 100% volunteer-based organization with no salary expenses.  Our main expenses relate to member communications and civic awards provided to graduating Ocean City High School students with a demonstrated track record for civic and environmental activities and results.  
How Can You Help Your Association’s Financial Situation?

· Pay your 2011 dues today using the attached invoice.

· Pay any unpaid 2010 dues.  Previous unpaid dues will have a one time forgiveness.

· Recruit a friend to join OCCA

· If you have not done so already, provide us your email address.  This helps us reduce a significant expense – mailings.  Also, we want to do our part in making this an environmentally friendly organization.  Your e-mail address allows us to contact you more efficiently for your input on issues and if necessary – dues reminders. 
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Andrew Fasy
Ocean City continues to improve the “bikeability” of our community. Ocean City was recently recognized by the NJ DOT at their Complete Streets Summit for its efforts over the past few years. 

Recent efforts include: The new Rt 52 bridge, slated to be completed in the spring, will feature a 12 ft multi use path on the south span which will connect the Atlantic County bike lanes to our Haven Avenue Bike Boulevard (OC-1); proposals are in process to develop a safe crossing of 9th St at or near Haven Avenue, which will allow the development of the bike boulevard from 9th St to Battersea road; proposals are also in process for east/west connectors from Haven Avenue to the downtown, boardwalk, schools, playgrounds, ball fields, community center, etc; a south end section, from 49th St to 56th St, has been approved and is awaiting implementation; a rail-to-trail conversion is being studied on the old Pennsylvania Railroad Seashore line from 36th to 49th St.  Once completed, these projects will provide a safe north/south bike corridor for the majority of the island with safer east/west connectors, allowing residents to bike almost anywhere!   

Further the city is interested in improving amenities such as bike parking facilities. Designated areas would include beach and boardwalk entrances, downtown shops, city property, etc.

Hopefully the work that is being done to improve biking in town will be noticeable and enjoyed by residents and visitors.  The Ocean City Community Association continues to advocate for these “quality of life” improvements. 
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TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
  Bob Barr

We at the Ocean City Community Association are looking for new ways to reach our members.  In the last few months we have recently lunched our Facebook page (Which you can view by visiting this link. 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ocean-City-Community-Association/115603788492915    
Please check out the page and let us know what you think.    

Also in the last few months we have begun sending out “E-mail blasts” to our members who have provided us their E-mail addresses.  The E-mails will remind you of our regular monthly meetings and other special events that the Ocean City Community Association sponsors.  If you would like to be included on our E-mail list please send an E-mail with your name and E-mail address to mmozzo@aol.com.  We want our members to participate in as many organization activities as possible!   Please be sure to check your spam or junk folder and make sure our e-mails are not getting lost.  You may also have to adjust your spam settings depending on your E-mail provider.

We are always looking for ways to reach out to our members! Your feedback about the Ocean City Community Association and how we can better serve our members is greatly appreciated!
Monthly meetings of OCCA – January to June – are held on the last Saturday of the month in the Ocean City Library at 9:00 AM.

2011 DUES INVOICE

Please fill in this form and return with your check to:

Ocean City Community Association Inc.

PO Box 283

Ocean City, NJ 08226

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZipCode_____________________________________________________________

Phone____________________________________________   

E-mail ______________________________________________

OC Address___________________________________________ 

OC Phone _______________________________________

One Year ($10) _________________________Two Years ($20) ________________________

Concerns, Issues, Comments: _____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Marc Shuster

One of the best episodes of the original 'Twilight Zone' was 'The Monsters on Maple Street", where evil aliens used simple tricks to turn residents of a single block fearful of each other, leading to violence and the shooting of someone from the next street over.  Anything that isolates us and makes us artificially different from one another creates barriers to both cooperative effort and a commonality of purpose. That includes the intricate and, I believe, at least partially superfluous division of Ocean City into the myriad of zoning districts it has, which makes residents concentrate on their little piece rather than the whole and why it was important to change our organization’s name and mission to encompass the entire island. 
A few years ago, I talked about this problem with City officials and there has been no improvement. Indeed, more details and complexities have been added to the Ordinance since then. As a new member of the Planning Board, I will make it one of my goals to try and focus the attention of the board on a new concept for zoning in the City which is both individual property specific and general enough to apply throughout all residential areas. At the present time a Planning Board committee is investigating what changes might be appropriate for the Hotel/Motel Zones which would reflect both the realities and future needs of those uses. Meetings have been held with various stake-holder groups and much valuable information has been gathered. We are fortunate to have a Rutgers Graduate Planning Studio assist us with their efforts this semester. 
Also, the Residential Committee has been working on how to best address the issue of the relationship between flood plain minimum elevation and first floor elevation. This is a complex issue which affects the cost of insurance and the height and character of buildings.

There is also an examination and possible revision to the site plan ordinance being considered in order to simplify it and make it internally consistent.
We are all anxiously awaiting decisions from the new Administration on new management for the Planning and Engineering Department. It is a truism of the Planning and Zoning process that residents generally ignore it until it is too late. That is, while the Master Plan and Ordinances are proposed and reviewed everyone stays home; but when an applicant near them submits plans they are fierce in their opposition. Of course, if those plans conform to those ordinances previously ignored, there is nothing that will result from that anger.
If major changes are proposed, they will be explained and you may be asked to participate in the process. I hope that call (if it comes at all) will be heeded.

MEMBERSHIP

Marty Mozzo

The Ocean City Community Association (OCCA) is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting and promoting the best interests of the property owners and residents of the City of Ocean City.  Our membership includes approximately 1000 households from one end of the island to the other.  We work to ensure that the traditional family resort character of Ocean City is maintained through continuing efforts to preserve neighborhoods, beaches, boardwalk, bay and lagoons.  

OCCA operates on a calendar year basis for dues.  It is now time for payment of 2011 annual dues.  Included in the newsletter is an invoice for your 2011 dues.  We trust that you will immediately write a check and return to us before you get lost.  Additionally, we are interested in issues with Ocean City which you are concerned about.  Please feel free to indicate on the invoice what issues you feel concerned about.  Also rank these issues from the most important (#1) to the least.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

 Fred Marcell
 

A Public Relations Committee was formed to increase recognition of our Association, to enhance membership, and to improve upon our attendance at our monthly meetings.  We will utilize local newspapers, magazines, our newsletter, and other tools; the internet, facebook, Channel 2 TV, photo ops, and guest speakers, so that our membership is more aware of "What your Association is doing for you." 

 

Our monthly meetings starting in January 2011 will be held 9 am, at the Ocean City Library, on the last Saturday of the month to make the meeting time more convenient for the membership.

                                                                              
PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE (con’t.)

Please provide us with your ideas, comments, and recommendations.  If you would like to become a committee member, let us know.

On behalf of OCCA Board of Directors, we wish to thank you for your support in 2011.
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Teresa Coggshall
The Environmental Committee includes Dale Nicholas, Joan Ferko, Sheila Banfe, Donna Castorino, Dolores Fertsch and Teresa Coggshall. Our fall project was a clean-up of the Corson's Inlet State Park and included Girl Scout Troop 42548 with thirteen volunteers and their parents. Lucy Whiltshire, the Troop leader, 

organized their efforts and it was a wonderful experience for the children. We had over twenty- 

five adult volunteers who worked for over two hours cleaning up the trash from the park areas and also from the highway adjacent to the park from 59th Street to the Strathmere bridge.  This 

project collected over 1500 pounds of trash and everyone who attended enjoyed the fresh air and the good feeling that comes from protecting the wetlands and its wildlife. Littering is a habit that destroys wildlife and pollutes our environment. 

Join our committee and tell us your ideas on how best to preserve and protect our natural areas. Please contact Teresa Coggshall at tmcoggshall@gmail.com.

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE FOR THE MOST CURRENT INFORMATION:
www.occanj.org
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